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In the nineteenth century, Alexis de Tocqueville suggested that the poetry of the new American democratic
state, free from the staggering weight of centuries of European aristocracy and tradition, would focus on
"man alone... his passions, his doubts, his rare properties and inconceivable wretchedness."

For hundreds of years, American poets have presented their various images of the land and its people. But
what is "American poetry?" Is there truly such a thing as an American poetic tradition, spanning over nearly
four centuries from colonial times to the turn of the millennium? In The Columbia Anthology of American
Poetry, Jay Parini, a respected American poet and critic in his own right, offers an authoritative survey of the
elusive category that is the poetry of the American people.

The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry covers all of the canonical American poets, from the colonial
to the contemporary-Anne Bradstreet, Walt Whitman, T.S. Eliot, Ezra Pound, and Adrienne Rich are all
included.

But Parini has also selected a broad sampling of poetry from voices that have been heard as widely over the
years. Here, for the first time, is a thorough collection of nineteenth- and twentieth-century poetry by
women, Native American, and African Americans. Within these pages readers will find the many different
traditions that make up the expansive collage of American poetry. Here are the Transcendentalists-Ralph
Waldo Emerson, Margaret Fuller, and Henry David Thoreau; and the Imagists-William Carlos Williams,
Amy Lowell, H.D., and Carl Sandburg.

Readers will discover also the early twentieth-century movement of African-American poetic expression,
known as the Harlem Renaissance-James Weldon Johnson, Countee Cullen, Gwendolyn Bennett, and
Langston Hughes are all solidly represented in The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry.

Jay Parini's introduction deftly guides us into the rich tradition of poetry in our country. Whether in search of
a well-known classic or a poem that is not yet considered part of the American poetic tradition, readers will
find much to enjoy in The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Whitney Mallard:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Columbia
Anthology of American Poetry suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the
book untitled The Columbia Anthology of American Poetryis the main one of several books that everyone
read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and
so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range
of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Christina McMullen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry
reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry as
good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine
book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Terry Pullen:

You can get this The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.

Sarah Heath:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the The Columbia Anthology of American Poetry when you required it?
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