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"I am a Jew who was born and who grew up in a Catholic country; I never had a religious education; my
Jewish identity is in large measure the result of persecution." This brief autobiographical statement is a key
to understanding Carlo Ginzburg's interest in the topic of his latest book: distance. In nine linked essays, he
addresses the question: "What is the exact distance that permits us to see things as they are?" To understand
our world, suggests Ginzburg, it is necessary to find a balance between being so close to the object that our
vision is warped by familiarity or so far from it that the distance becomes distorting.

Opening with a reflection on the sense of feeling astray, of familiarization and defamiliarization, the author
goes on to consider the concepts of perspective, representation, imagery, and myth. Arising from the theme
of proximity is the recurring issue of the opposition between Jews and Christians?a topic Ginzburg explores
with an impressive array of examples, from Latin translations of Greek and Hebrew scriptures to Pope John
Paul II's recent apology to the Jews for antisemitism. Moving with equal acuity from Aristotle to Marcus
Aurelius to Montaigne to Voltaire, touching on philosophy, history, philology, and ethics, and including
examples from present-day popular culture, the book offers a new perspective on the universally relevant
theme of distance.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Murphy:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a publication. The book Wooden Eyes it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

James Esparza:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Wooden Eyes this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world
now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Raymond Murray:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Wooden Eyes we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get
creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life by this book Wooden Eyes. You can more attractive than now.

Raymond Crandall:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Wooden Eyes to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially.
It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Wooden
Eyes can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of the time.
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