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A renowned cultural critic tells his own deeply engaging story of growing up in the turbulent
American culture of the postwar decades.

At once a coming-of-age story, an intellectual autobiography, and vivid cultural history, Why Not Say What
Happened is an eloquent, gripping account of an intellectual and emotional education from one of our
leading critics. In this "acutely observed, slyly funny memoir" (Molly Haskell), Morris Dickstein evokes his
boisterous and close-knit Jewish family, his years as a yeshiva student that eventually led to fierce rebellion,
his teenage adventures in the Catskills and in a Zionist summer camp, and the later education that thrust him
into a life-changing world of ideas and far-reaching literary traditions. Dickstein brilliantly depicts the
tension between the parochial religious world of his youth and the siren call of a larger cosmopolitan culture,
a rebellion that manifested itself in a yarmulka replaced by Yankees cap, a Shakespeare play concealed
behind a heavy tractate of the Talmud, and classes cut on Wednesday afternoons to take in the Broadway
theater.

Tracing a path from the Lower East Side to Columbia University, Yale, and Cambridge, Dickstein leaves
home, travels widely, and falls in love, breaking through to new experiences of intimacy and sexual
awakening, only to be brought low by emotional conflicts that beset him as a graduate
student?homesickness, a sense of cultural dislocation?issues that come to a head during a troubled year
abroad. In Why Not Say What Happened we see Dickstein come into his own as a teacher and writer deeply
engaged with poetry: the "daringly modern" Blake, the bittersweet "negotiations of time and loss" in
Wordsworth, and the "shifting turns of consciousness itself" in Keats. While eloquently evoking the tumult
of the sixties and a culture in flux, Why Not Say What Happened is enlivened by Dickstein's "Zelig-like
presence at nearly every significant aesthetic and political turning of the second half of the American
twentieth century" (Cynthia Ozick). Dickstein crafts memorable portraits of his own mentors and legendary
teachers like Lionel Trilling, Peter Gay, F. R. Leavis, and Harold Bloom, who become inimitable role
models. They provide him with a world-class understanding of how to read and nourish his burgeoning
feeling for literature and history. In the tradition of classic memoirs by Alfred Kazin and Irving Howe, this
frank and revealing story, at once keenly personal and broadly cultural, sheds light on the many different
forms education can take.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Jernigan:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Why Not Say What Happened: A
Sentimental Education will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Gary Williams:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Why Not Say What Happened: A Sentimental Education as
the daily resource information.

Betty Guinn:

The actual book Why Not Say What Happened: A Sentimental Education will bring someone to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Why Not Say What Happened: A
Sentimental Education is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Stephanie Hopkins:

This Why Not Say What Happened: A Sentimental Education is fresh way for you who has interest to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Why Not Say What
Happened: A Sentimental Education can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better
life and knowledge.
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