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African Americans and Latinos earn lower grades and drop out of college more often than whites or Asians.
Yet thirty years after deliberate minority recruitment efforts began, we still don't know why. In The Shape of
the River, William Bowen and Derek Bok documented the benefits of affirmative action for minority
students, their communities, and the nation at large. But they also found that too many failed to achieve
academic success. In The Source of the River, Douglas Massey and his colleagues investigate the roots of
minority underperformance in selective colleges and universities. They explain how such factors as
neighborhood, family, peer group, and early schooling influence the academic performance of students from
differing racial and ethnic origins and differing social classes.

Drawing on a major new source of data--the National Longitudinal Survey of Freshmen--the authors
undertake a comprehensive analysis of the diverse pathways by which whites, African Americans, Latinos,
and Asians enter American higher education. Theirs is the first study to document the different
characteristics that students bring to campus and to trace out the influence of these differences on later
academic performance. They show that black and Latino students do not enter college disadvantaged by a
lack of self-esteem. In fact, overconfidence is more common than low self-confidence among some minority
students. Despite this, minority students are adversely affected by racist stereotypes of intellectual inferiority.
Although academic preparation is the strongest predictor of college performance, shortfalls in academic
preparation are themselves largely a matter of socioeconomic disadvantage and racial segregation.

Presenting important new findings, The Source of the River documents the ongoing power of race to shape
the life chances of America's young people, even among the most talented and able.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Poteat:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Source of the River: The Social Origins of
Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and Universities book as beginning and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Andre Roberts:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Source
of the River: The Social Origins of Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and Universities is kind of
publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jody Tolar:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Source of the River: The Social
Origins of Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and Universities which is obtaining the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Sanjuana Day:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book The Source of the River: The Social Origins of Freshmen at America's
Selective Colleges and Universities was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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