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When William Chafe's The American Woman was published in 1972, it was hailed as a breakthrough in the
study of women in this century. Bella Abzug praised it as "a remarkable job of historical research," and Alice
Kessler-Harris called it "an extraordinarily useful synthesis of material about 20th-century women." But
much has happened in the last two decades--both in terms of scholarship, and in the lives of American
women. With The Paradox of Change, Chafe builds on his classic work, taking full account of the events and
scholarship of the last fifteen years, as he extends his analysis into the 1990s with the rise of feminism and
the New Right.
Chafe conveys all the subtleties of women's paradoxical position in the United States today, showing how
women have gradually entered more fully into economic and political life, but without attaining complete
social equality or economic justice. Despite the gains achieved by feminist activists during the 1970s and
1980s, the tensions continued to abound between public and private roles, and the gap separating ideals of
equal opportunity from the reality of economic discrimination widened. Women may have gained some new
rights in the last two decades, but the feminization of poverty has also soared, with women constituting 70%
of the adult poor. Moreover, a resurgence of conservatism, symbolized by the triumph of Phyllis Schlafly's
anti-ERA coalition, has cast in doubt even some of the new rights of women, such as reproductive freedom.
Chafe captures these complexities and contradictions with a lively combination of representative anecdotes
and archival research, all backed up by statistical studies. As in The American Woman, Chafe once again
examines "woman's place" throughout the 20th century, but now with a more nuanced and inclusive
approach. There are insightful portraits of the continuities of women's political activism from the Progressive
era through the New Deal; of the contradictory gains and losses of the World War II years; and of the various
kinds of feminism that emerged out of the tumult of the 1960s. Not least, there are narratives of all the
significant struggles in which women have engaged during these last ninety years--for child care, for
abortion rights, and for a chance to have both a family and a career.
The Paradox of Change is a wide-ranging history of 20th-century women, thoroughly researched and
incisively argued. Anyone who wants to learn more about how women have shaped, and been shaped by,
modern America will have to read this book.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Barba:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Paradox of Change: American
Women in the 20th Century is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Mindy Arredondo:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is actually The Paradox of Change: American Women in the 20th Century.

Tania Arney:

The Paradox of Change: American Women in the 20th Century can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The
Paradox of Change: American Women in the 20th Century although doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Heather Garcia:

The book untitled The Paradox of Change: American Women in the 20th Century contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have
a nice examine.
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