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Nation-states often shape the boundaries of historical enquiry, and thus silence the very histories that have
sutured nations to territorial states. "India" and "Pakistan" were drawn onto maps in the midst of Partition's
genocidal violence and one of the largest displacements of people in the twentieth century. Yet this historical
specificity of decolonization on the very making of a nationalized cartography of modern South Asia has
largely gone unexamined.

In this remarkable study based on more than two years of ethnographic and archival research, Vazira Fazila-
Yacoobali Zamindar argues that the combined interventions of the two postcolonial states were enormously
important in shaping these massive displacements. She examines the long, contentious, and ambivalent
process of drawing political boundaries and making distinct nation-states in the midst of this historic chaos.

Zamindar crosses political and conceptual boundaries to bring together oral histories with north Indian
Muslim families divided between the two cities of Delhi and Karachi with extensive archival research in
previously unexamined Urdu newspapers and government records of India and Pakistan. She juxtaposes the
experiences of ordinary people against the bureaucratic interventions of both postcolonial states to manage
and control refugees and administer refugee property. As a result, she reveals the surprising history of the
making of the western Indo-Pak border, one of the most highly surveillanced in the world, which came to be
instituted in response to this refugee crisis, in order to construct national difference where it was the most
blurred.

In particular, Zamindar examines the "Muslim question" at the heart of Partition. From the margins and
silences of national histories, she draws out the resistance, bewilderment, and marginalization of north Indian
Muslims as they came to be pushed out and divided by both emergent nation-states. It is here that Zamindar
asks us to stretch our understanding of "Partition violence" to include this long, and in some sense ongoing,
bureaucratic violence of postcolonial nationhood, and to place Partition at the heart of a twentieth century of
border-making and nation-state formation.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Dube:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to
the fact just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific The Long Partition
and the Making of Modern South Asia: Refugees, Boundaries, Histories (Cultures of History) to read.

Evelyn White:

The book untitled The Long Partition and the Making of Modern South Asia: Refugees, Boundaries,
Histories (Cultures of History) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea
with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of
time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Sergio Kelley:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Long Partition and the Making of Modern
South Asia: Refugees, Boundaries, Histories (Cultures of History) is simple to develop you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Cynthia Harvell:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Long Partition and the Making of
Modern South Asia: Refugees, Boundaries, Histories (Cultures of History) to make your reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the guide The Long
Partition and the Making of Modern South Asia: Refugees, Boundaries, Histories (Cultures of History) can
to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this
time.
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