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Lucille: The Life of Lucille Ball is an entertaining, informative, scholarly, and fascinating biography of one
of the most revered actresses in television history. Moving beyond the typical celebrity bio, author Kathleen
Brady separates the actress from Lucy Ricardo, the antic, enduring character she created on | Love Lucy.

Brady isthe only biographer to have spent extensive time in Jamestown, New York, Lucille Ball's
hometown, where she interviewed Ball's childhood friends. Other interviews for the book included family,
employees, Bab Hope, Katharine Hepburn, Ginger Rogers, Milton Berle, Maureen O'Hara, Maxine Andrews
of the Andrews Sisters, and the late chairman of CBS Bill Paley. Kathleen Brady's definitive biography
presents a human Lucille Ball the fans have never known: the would-be showgirl in New Y ork, fired almost
as soon as she was hired because she was too flat-chested and mousy; her great love for Desi Arnaz, their
tempestuous marriage, the day she thought she had killed him with a hammer, and the incident that ended
their marriage; Lucille as head of Desilu Studios, overriding the advice of her most trusted executives and
agreeing to green light the pilots of Star Trek and Mission Impossible; and her run-in with the House on Un-
American Activities Committee and fears of being black-listed.

Brady revealsthat Lucille Ball'slife was aroller coaster, going from disaster to victory and triumph to
tragedy. As ayoung woman, Ball believed that she had to work had to make people like and appreciate her.
Asadtar, she felt she had to work hard to maintain her popularity, and was also conscious that what her fans
wanted from her was not herself, but Lucy Ricardo.

Of the first edition of this book, published by Hyperion in 1994, critic Molly Haskell wrote: "It's a beautiful
portrait of someone with enormous talent as an entertainer and heartbreaking fragility as awoman. In giving
Lucille Ball the serious appraisal she deserves, Kathleen Brady has really gotten behind the scenes and the
cameras to provide an invaluable chronicle of severa areas and eras of show business."

New to this edition of Lucilleis an introductory essay focusing on the place of the character of Lucy Ricardo
in the history of comedy, going back to the traditions of the Italian commedia dell'arte and forward to the end
of the 20th century. In this essay, Lucille Ball is compared to other key female figuresin comedy like Mabel
Normand, Mae West, Frannie Brice, Gilda Radner, and Fran Drescher. As the author writes, "Lucille Ball
was arevolutionary figure because Lucy Ricardo was the first female character to combine the knock-about
physical comedy of vaudeville and music halls (and 15th century carnivals) while being beautiful, feminine,
and sweetly appealing.” This edition aso includes many new photographs from various sources.
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From reader reviews:
Danny Miller:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Lucille: The Life of Lucille Bal. Y ou can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant any book Lucille: The Life
of Lucille Bal. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a
book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored to go to
thelibrary. Let's study.

Shirley Cochran:

The book Lucille: The Life of Lucille Ball make you feel enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou need to use to make
your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make studying abook Lucille: The Life of Lucille Ball to get your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a guide Lucille: The
Life of Lucille Ball. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people.
So, how do you think about this book?

Thomas Burke:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Lucille: The Life of
Lucille Ball iskind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Juanita Cooke:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Lucille: The Life of Lucille Ball asyour
daily resource information.
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