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Hasidic tales are often read as charming, timeless expressions of Jewish spirituality. The best-known
versions of these stories, however, have been rewritten for audiences outside traditional Judaism and few
works have explored Hasidic tales as they were created by Hasidic Jews. In "Imagining Holiness", Justin
Lewis offers a radical reappraisal of how we think of Hasidic tales, calling into question received notions of
authenticity. He focuses his study on the neglected Hasidic literature of the early twentieth century -
primarily the work of Israel Berger and Abraham Hayim Michelson - and the literary and historical dynamics
of its emergence, posing questions about its place in Hasidic society, the attitude of the Hasidim towards this
literature, and orality in Hasidic tradition as manifested in these Hasidic books. Berger and Michelson wrote
in the decade before the First World War, a time of loss and decline for Hasidism. Their books resisted
modernity and positioned Hasidism as authentic Judaism but also reflected modern literary trends, expressed
tensions within Hasidism itself, and depicted struggles between the soul and body. "Imagining Holiness" - a
timely study, given the growing influence of Hasidism - will help readers understand the inner motivations of
this religious culture at an important moment in its history.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Gilbert:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Imagining Holiness:
Classic Hasidic Tales in Modern Times (Mcgill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion), you can tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a e-book.

Lily Pawlak:

The reason why? Because this Imagining Holiness: Classic Hasidic Tales in Modern Times (Mcgill-Queen's
Studies in the History of Religion) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or
you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book?
If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Matthew Sewell:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Imagining Holiness: Classic Hasidic Tales in Modern Times (Mcgill-Queen's Studies
in the History of Religion) this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now.
This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Nichol Colby:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that



reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Imagining
Holiness: Classic Hasidic Tales in Modern Times (Mcgill-Queen's Studies in the History of Religion).
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