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In this thoughtful book, Gary Fine explores how Americans attempt to give meaning to the natural world that
surrounds them. Although "nature" has often been treated as an unproblematic reality, Fine suggests that the
meanings we assign to the natural environment are culturally grounded. In other words, there is no nature
separate from culture. He calls this process of cultural construction and interpretation, "naturework." Of
course, there is no denying the biological reality of trees, mountains, earthquakes, and hurricanes, but, he
argues, they must be interpreted to be made meaningful. Fine supports this claim by examining the
fascinating world of mushrooming.

Based on three years of field research with mushroomers at local and national forays, Morel Tales highlights
the extensive range of meanings that mushrooms have for mushroomers. Fine details how mushroomers talk
about their finds--turning their experiences into "fish stories" (the one that got away), war stories, and
treasure tales; how mushroomers routinely joke about dying from or killing others with misidentified
mushrooms, and how this dark humor contributes to the sense of community among collectors. He also
describes the sometimes friendly, sometimes tense relations between amateur mushroom collectors and
professional mycologists. Fine extends his argument to show that the elaboration of cultural meanings found
among mushroom collectors is equally applicable to birders, butterfly collectors, rock hounds, and other
naturalists.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Vu:

This Morel Tales book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which
is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Morel Tales without we know
teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Morel Tales can
bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Morel Tales having excellent arrangement in word in addition
to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Philip Edwards:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Morel Tales.

Francis Pilkington:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the book untitled Morel Tales can be great book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Barbara Watson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Morel Tales will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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