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This book offers the first detailed English-language examination of the Great Vietnamese Famine of 1945,
which left at least amillion dead, and links it persuasively to the largely unexpected Viet Minh seizure of
power only months later. Drawing on extensive research in French archives, Geoffrey C. Gunn offers an
important new interpretation of Japanese-Vichy French wartime economic exploitation of Vietham’s
agricultural potential. He analyzes successes and failures of French colonial rice programs and policies from
the early 1900s to 1945, drawing clear connections between colonialism and agrarian unrest in the 1930s and
the rise of the Viet Minh in the 1940s. Gunn asks whether the famine signaled a loss of the French
administration’s “mandate of heaven,” or whether the overall dire human condition was the determining
factor in facilitating communist victory in August 1945.

In the broader sweep of Viethamese history, including the rise of the communist party, the picture that
emergesis not only one of local victimhood at the hands of outsiders—French and, in turn, Japanese— but
the enormous agency on the part of the Vietnamese themselves to achieve moral victory over injustice
against all odds, no matter how controversial, tragic, and contested the outcome. As the author clearly
demonstrates, colonial-era development strategies and contests also had their postwar sequelsin the
“American war,” just as land, land reform, and subsistence-sustainabl e development issues persist into the
present.
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From reader reviews:
Bar bara Goodman:

Baook isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Rice Warsin Colonial
Vietnam: The Great Famine and the Viet Minh Road to Power (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) was making you
to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The e-book Rice Warsin Colonial Vietham: The Great Famine and the Viet Minh Road to Power
(AsialPacific/Perspectives) is not only giving you alot more new information but also for being your friend
when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with
the book Rice Warsin Colonial Vietnam: The Great Famine and the Viet Minh Road to Power
(AsialPacific/Perspectives). Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Robert Baxter:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity hereislook different you
can read the book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book Rice Warsin Colonial Vietnam: The Great Famine and the Viet
Minh Road to Power (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of folks
that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this book out
of your smart phone. The priceis not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Jeff Jones:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Rice Warsin Colonial Vietnam: The Great Famine and the Viet Minh Road to Power
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Harold Young:

Beside that Rice Warsin Colonial Vietnam: The Great Famine and the Viet Minh Road to Power
(AsialPacific/Perspectives) in your phone, it could give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Rice Warsin



Colonia Vietnam: The Great Famine and the Viet Minh Road to Power (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) because
this book offersto you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have thisin the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
guestionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to missit? Find this book as well as
read it from at this point!
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