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"Few books on popular music treat their subject so comprehensively, with thoughtful attention to ideology,
history, and verbal and musical rhetoric. Miyakawa’s approach is at once comprehensive and streamlined,
making for an especially effective presentation of the issues as well as a good read." ?Albin Zak, author of
The Poetics of Rock: Cutting Tracks, Making Records

"Miyakaya provides a great deal of information and analysis that is impossible to come by elsewhere. A
sterling example of culturally-engaged musicology, her book is also a significant contribution to American
history." ?Joseph Schloss, author of Making Beats: The Art of Sample-Based Hip-Hop

The Five Percent Nation is a controversial organization and a substantial cultural force. Also known as Five
Percenters, this offshoot of the Nation of Islam has employed commercial rap, or "God Hop," to teach its
beliefs, comment on relevant issues, and recruit new members. Rap artists such as Erykah Badu and Queen
Latifah are past members of the Five Percent Nation; GURU and Wu-Tang Clan are currently affiliated.

Five Percenter Rap: God Hop’s Music, Message, and Black Muslim Mission examines the phenomenon
from musical, historical, and cultural perspectives. Such a kaleidoscopic approach is necessary given the
Five Percent Nation’s complex theology?grounded in Black Muslim traditions, black nationalism, Kemetic
(ancient Egyptian) symbolism, Masonic mysticism, and Gnostic spirituality?its historical ties to major
movements and moments in American history, and its deep involvement with popular culture.

After establishing the theological and historical underpinnings of Five Percenter Rap, Felicia Miyakawa
considers its marketing approaches and its use of specific musical techniques such as sampling, groove, and
layering (often in significant numerical groupings). These techniques, she argues, are in service to the greater
goal of Five Percenter rappers, who see themselves primarily as teachers and as bringers of a specific type of
redemption and self-knowledge to benighted souls.

Vividly written and solidly researched, Five Percenter Rap will appeal to readers interested in popular music,
American music and history, and African American religion and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Rubio:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Five Percenter Rap: God Hop's Music,
Message, and Black Muslim Mission (Profiles in Popular Music).

Harry Anderson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you
busy individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor
has to answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need that Five Percenter Rap: God
Hop's Music, Message, and Black Muslim Mission (Profiles in Popular Music) to read.

Barbara Davis:

The particular book Five Percenter Rap: God Hop's Music, Message, and Black Muslim Mission (Profiles in
Popular Music) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Jeanie Clark:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Five Percenter Rap: God Hop's Music, Message, and Black Muslim Mission (Profiles in
Popular Music). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add
your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It
can bring you from one place to other place.
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