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Fidel Castro had ruled the island of Cuba for fifty-two years when ill health forced him to step down in 2008.
Over the course of that time, he changed Cuba from a republic to a communist state and became one of the
most divisive leaders in the second half of the twentieth century. For some, he is a champion of
humanitarianism, socialism, and environmentalism. For others, he is a monster and dictator who perpetuated
human rights abuses at home and abroad.
 
Providing a rare, evenhanded account of Castro’s life, journalist Nick Caistor brings together interviews with
people who have known Castro with discussion of the ideas that drove him. Caistor follows Castro’s life
from his birth as the illegitimate son of a wealthy farmer in 1926 to the developing of his leftist, anti-
imperialist ideas at the University of Havana and his primary role in the Cuban Revolution in the 1950s. He
explores Castro’s economic and military alliance with the Soviet Union and his hostile relationship with the
United States while also looking at how he simultaneously introduced free health care and education while
squelching freedom of the press and suppressing dissidents. As Caistor shows, Castro’s numerous writings
on politics, capitalism, and other topics have influenced leaders from Nelson Mandela to Hugo Chávez, but
allegations of corruption, human rights abuses, and dictatorship never ceased during his long career.
 
Using stories and opinions to enliven the debate about Castro’s choices, strengths, and weaknesses, this
concise biography gives readers the opportunity to judge for themselves how they feel about the former
Cuban president.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Swartz:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Fidel Castro (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives). You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book
Fidel Castro (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

James Ensor:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Fidel Castro (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) book is readable by means of you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated
with Fidel Castro (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) content conveys the thought easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
still thinking Fidel Castro (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Pearl Moore:

Fidel Castro (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Fidel Castro (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial considering.

Sean Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Fidel Castro
(Reaktion Books - Critical Lives).
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