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For nearly two centuries in the United States, the punishment of crime was largely aimed, in theory and in
practice, at prevention, rehabilitation or incapacitation, and deterrence. In the mid-1970s, a sharp-and some
argued permanent-shift occurred. Punishment in the criminal justice system became first and foremost about
retribution. Retribution trumped rehabilitation; proportionality outweighed prevention. The retributivist sea
change was short-lived, however. After a few decades, some policy makers returned tentatively to
individualized approaches to punishment, launching initiatives like drug courts and programs for treatment
and reentry. Others promoted policies that retained the rhetoric but betrayed the theory-punishment in
proportion to culpability-of retributivism, resulting in mandatory minimum sentences, three-strikes-and-
you're-out laws, "dangerous offender" and "sexual predator" laws, "truth in sentencing," and life without the
possibility of parole.

What now for retributivism?

Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? brings thoughtfulness and rigor back into the retributivism
debate. This collection of essays trains some of the most influential and brightest established and up-and-
coming legal and philosophical minds on how retributivism does, might, or should affect contemporary
policy and practices. The volume's aim is neither to condemn nor to justify, but to take new policies and
practices seriously and examine them closely.

At a time when criminal-justice policy makers are forced to reconsider contemporary approaches to
punishment and attempt to devise new ones, Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? offers serious
theoretical critiques of the recent past and justifications for possible futures.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Retributivism Has a Past:
Has It a Future? (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) will make you to become smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading
any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or acceptable book with you?

Mary Buss:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is
this Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy).

Justin Oliver:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a
Future? (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still uncertainty Retributivism Has a Past: Has It a Future? (Studies in Penal Theory and Philosophy) as good
book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge
book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Gene Lyons:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Retributivism Has a
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