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A few years after his release from a North Vietnamese prisoner-of-war camp in 1973, Colonel Joseph
Kittinger retired from the Air Force. Restless and unchallenged, he turned to ballooning, a lifelong passion as
well as a constant diversion for his imagination during his imprisonment. His primary goal was a solitary
circumnavigation of the globe, and in its pursuit he set several ballooning distance records, including the first
solo crossing of the Atlantic in 1984. But the aeronautical feats that first made him an American hero had
occurred a quarter of a century earlier.

By the time Kittinger was shot down in Vietnam in 1972, his Air Force career was already legendary. He had
made a name for himself at Holloman Air Force Base near Alamogordo, New Mexico, as a test pilot who
helped demonstrate that egress survival for pilots at high altitudes was possible in emergency situations.
Ironically, Kittinger and his pre-astronaut colleagues would help propel Americans into space using the
world's oldest flying machine--the balloon. Kittinger's work on Project Excelsior--which involved daring
high-altitude bailout tests--earned him the Distinguished Flying Cross long before he earned a collection of
medals in Vietnam. Despite the many accolades, Kittinger's proudest moment remains his free fall from
102,800 feet during which he achieved a speed of 614 miles per hour.

>

In this long-awaited autobiography, Kittinger joins author Craig Ryan to document an astonishing career.

Selected by Popular Mechanics as a Top Book of 2010
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From reader reviews:

Mark Bottoms:

The book Come Up and Get Me: An Autobiography of Colonel Joe Kittinger can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Come Up and Get
Me: An Autobiography of Colonel Joe Kittinger? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Come Up and Get Me: An Autobiography of Colonel Joe Kittinger has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Greene:

This Come Up and Get Me: An Autobiography of Colonel Joe Kittinger usually are reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Come Up and Get Me: An Autobiography of
Colonel Joe Kittinger can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Come Up and Get Me: An Autobiography of Colonel Joe Kittinger forcing
you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Lorretta Cox:

Typically the book Come Up and Get Me: An Autobiography of Colonel Joe Kittinger will bring that you the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Come Up and Get Me: An
Autobiography of Colonel Joe Kittinger is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Derek Clancy:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Come Up and Get Me: An Autobiography of Colonel Joe Kittinger will give you new
experience in reading a book.
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