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Boasting a rate of shooting not seen again in English hands until the late 19th century, the longbow was the
weapon at the heart of the English military ascendancy in the century after 1340. Capable of subjecting the
enemy to a hail of deadly projectiles, the longbow in the hands of massed archers made possible the
extraordinary victories enjoyed by English forces over superior numbers at Crécy and Poitiers, and remained
an important battlefield weapon throughout the Wars of the Roses and beyond; it also played a leading role
in raiding, siege and naval warfare. Its influence and use spread to the armies of Burgundy, Scotland and
other powers, and its reputation as a cost-effective and easily produced weapon led to calls for its widespread
adoption in the nascent armies of the American Republic as late as the 1770s.

Wielded by Englishmen, Welshmen and others, the longbow fulfilled the requirements of all infantry missile
weapons throughout history - it was a well-made weapon suitable for production in quantity that projected a
man-stopping missile over a suitable distance at a sustainable, relatively rapid rate of shooting. The longbow
was a ''self-bow'' - that is to say, it was made from one piece of wood, normally yew, with the ''belly'' of the
bow being ''heartwood'' and a thinner layer of ''sapwood'' being the ''back'' of the bow. Its arrows were
normally made of aspen, a light and strong wood - although ash and other woods were also used - with a
variety of metal heads available, depending on the intended use. A sophisticated piece of ammunition
requiring many resources and skill to manufacture, the longbow arrow could penetrate plate armour if the
conditions were right; this study argues, however, that the ''blunt trauma'' inflicted on the target, however
well armoured, resulted in debilitating injuries and was far more significant on the field of battle.

Featuring specially commissioned full-colour artwork and informed by the latest research into this intriguing
weapon, this lively study debunks lingering myths and casts new light on the battle-winning longbow, the
lethal missile weapon that enabled English victories against the odds in a series of famous battles of the 14th
and 15th centuries.
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From reader reviews:

John Enriquez:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
The Longbow (Weapon) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide
then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The
The Longbow (Weapon) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

David Boggs:

The book untitled The Longbow (Weapon) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl
idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you
can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new
period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Nathan Lawhorn:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Longbow (Weapon) is simple to
bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to
bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Brenda Lee:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Longbow (Weapon) was filled regarding science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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