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Like Alexander or Caesar, the name of Saladin —the greatest figure of Islamic history — has atimeless
quality. Asfamous today as he was when he drove the Crusaders out of Jerusalem, the real Saladin has
dissolved into legend with each generation’ s retelling of his story. Through the ages he has made many
numerous appearances in both classic and popular culture: Dante placed him in the first circle of Hell with
the heroes of Troy and Rome while Rex Harrison played him as a cad in the film King Richard and the
Crusaders. In Youssef Chahine's epic film Saladin, he emerged as a hero of Arab socialism, and he has even
made an appearance in an episode of Dr Who. Even today, Saladin’s historical influence continues with
Osama bin Laden, Saddam Hussein and Colonel Gaddafi all claiming to be his military and spiritual heir.

To understand the real Saladin, however, A. R. Azzam argues that we must place him within his historical
setting amidst the 10th century Sunni Revival - the powerful and sweeping intellectual renai ssance which
would ultimately transform every field of 1slamic thought. Making a compelling case against accepted
orthodoxy, this ground-breaking biography contends that Saladin was not the brilliant military commander of
popular imagination but that, in fact, his true greatness lay in his spiritual vision. An honest and guileless
leader, Saladin baffled his enemies by refusing to play their political games and succeeded in uniting an
army from al parts of the Muslim world without bloodshed. Y et despite being one of the most powerful men
in Islam, Saladin died a pauper in 1193 without even enough money for straw to line his coffin.

The first major biography of Saladin for twenty years, and the first by a Muslim historian to appear in
English, A. R. Azzam’' stimely and fascinating account is essential reading for anyone interested in the
medieval Crusades, Islamic history and the origins of the modern Middle East.
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From reader reviews:
Christine McCldlan:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Saladin e-book written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still uncertainty Saladin as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content.
Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you till needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this specific! ? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

William Bellard:

The book untitled Saladin contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea.
The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can
easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as
well as order it. Have a nice study.

Juanita Cooke:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. On the list of booksin
the top checklist in your reading list is Saladin. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get
you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.

lan Sharpless:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading areserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Saladin to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our
current skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and reading especialy. It isto be very first
opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book Saladin can to be your new friend
when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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