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This book takes Chesterton's 'natural theology' through fairytales seriously as a theological project
appropriate to an intellectual attempt to return to faith in a secular age. It argues that Tolkien's fiction makes
sense also as the work of a Catholic writer steeped in Chestertonian ideas and sharing his literary-theological
poetics.

While much writing on religious fantasy moves quickly to talk about wonder, Milbank shows that this has to
be hard won and that Chesterton is more akin to the modernist writers of the early twentieth-century who felt
quite dislocated from the past. His favoured tropes of paradox, defamiliarization and the grotesque have
much in common with writers like T. S. Eliot, Ezra Pound and James Joyce and their use of the demotic as
well as the 'mythic method'.

Using Chesterton's literary rhetoric as a frame, the book sets out to chart a redemptive poetics that first
decentres the reader from his habitual perception of the world, then dramatizes his self-alienation through the
grotesque, before finding in that very alienation a sort of pharmakon through paradox and an embrace of
difference. The next step is to change one's vision of the world beyond the self through magic which,
paradoxically, is the means by which one can reconnect with the physical world and remove the fetishism
and commodification of the object. Chesterton's theology of gift is the means in which this magic becomes
real and people and things enter into reciprocal relations that reconnect them with the divine.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Campbell:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Chesterton and Tolkien as
Theologians? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Lynn Kelley:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Chesterton and Tolkien as Theologians can be fine book to read. May be it
can be best activity to you.

Paul Jackson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. Chesterton and Tolkien as Theologians can be your answer since it can be read by you
actually who have those short free time problems.

Loren Hatmaker:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of several books in the top list in your reading list will be Chesterton and Tolkien as Theologians. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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