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The Spirit of Capitalism answers a fundamental question of economics, a question neither economists nor
economic historians have been able to answer: what are the reasons (rather than just the conditions) for
sustained economic growth? Taking her title from Max Weber's famous study on the same subject, Liah
Greenfeld focuses on the problem of motivation behind the epochal change in behavior, which from the
sixteenth century on has reoriented one economy after another from subsistence to profit, transforming the
nature of economic activity. A detailed analysis of the development of economic consciousness in England,
the Netherlands, France, Germany, Japan, and the United States allows her to argue that the motivation, or
"spirit," behind the modern, growth-oriented economy was not the liberation of the "rational economic
actor," but rather nationalism. Nationalism committed masses of people to an endless race for national
prestige and thus brought into being the phenomenon of economic competitiveness.

Nowhere has economic activity been further removed from the rational calculation of costs than in the
United States, where the economy has come to be perceived as the end-all of political life and the
determinant of all social progress. American "economic civilization" spurs the nation on to ever-greater
economic achievement. But it turns Americans into workaholics, unsure of the purpose of their pursuits, and
leads American statesmen to exaggerate the weight of economic concerns in foreign policy, often to the
detriment of American political influence and the confusion of the rest of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Gardner:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their
can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic
Growth to read.

Timothy Walker:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth book is readable
by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
connected with The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth content conveys objective
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different available as it. So , do you even now thinking The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic
Growth is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Fred Martinez:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth this e-book consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

James Martin:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Spirit of
Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's find.
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