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While the merits of vouchers have been the subject of intense public debate in recent years, there has been
very little available evidence upon which to gauge their efficacy. The first publicly funded voucher plan
involving private schools wasn't established until 1990 in Milwaukee; before then, the only data on school
choice came from a small, poorly designed program in California. Voucher programs grew dramatically in
the latter half of the 1990s. In 2000, about 60,000 students participated in seventy-one programs, most
privately funded. This growth is now providing researchers with the ability to measure the impact of
vouchers for the first time in multiple cities. The Education Gap is the first book to gather a significant body
of data on vouchers in multiple locations, and it reveals startling new evidence that voucher programs benefit
African-American students more than participants from other ethnic groups. To explain this phenomenon,
the authors point out that residential selection is the most common form of school choice available in
American public education today. Since this process is likely to leave African Americans in the worst public
schools, new forms of choice directed toward low-income families are most likely to benefit black students.
The authors examine the effects of school vouchers on test scores, parental satisfaction, parent-school
communications, and political tolerance among students and parents participating in four pilot programs in
New York City; Dayton, Ohio; Washington, D.C.; the Edgewood school district in San Antonio; and a
program that offered vouchers to 40,000 low-income families nationwide. Though the programs operated in
a wide variety of settings, the findings were surprisingly consistent. After two years, African-American
students who used vouchers to switch from public to private schools scored substantially better on math and
reading tests. By contrast, no significant positive effects on the test scores of other ethnic groups were
detected. While parents in all ethnic groups were generally more supportive of private education, African-
American parents expressed particularly high enthusiasm for the private schools their children attended. The
authors also report information on the kinds of students and families who take advantage of a voucher
opportunity, allowing them to seewhether only the ¡°best and brightest¡± public school students were able to
take advantage of school voucher programs. The results documented in The Education Gap shed new light
on the effects of school vouchers on students in poor, urban environments. This information will be
important to policymakers, scholars, and citizens are they continue to search for ways to improve education
in urban areas.
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From reader reviews:

Tasha Banda:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Education Gap: Vouchers and Urban
Schools will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Charlotte Lee:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book The Education Gap: Vouchers
and Urban Schools. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Carolyn Rodriguez:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book The Education Gap: Vouchers and Urban Schools seemed to
be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The reserve The Education Gap: Vouchers and Urban Schools is not only giving you
more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book The Education Gap:
Vouchers and Urban Schools. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Jonathan Baker:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Education Gap: Vouchers and Urban Schools as well
as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like
to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
The Education Gap: Vouchers and Urban Schools to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types
of book like this one.
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