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Still funny after two thousand years, the Roman playwright Plautus wrote around 200 B.C.E., a period when
Rome was fighting neighbors on all fronts, including North Africa and the Near East. These three
plays—originally written for a wartime audience of refugees, POWs, soldiers and veterans, exiles,
immigrants, people newly enslaved in the wars, and citizens—tap into the mix of fear, loathing, and curiosity
with which cultures, particularly Western and Eastern cultures, often view each other, always a productive
source of comedy. These current, accessible, and accurate translations have replaced terms meaningful only
to their original audience, such as references to Roman gods, with a hilarious, inspired sampling of American
popular culture—from songs to movie stars to slang. Matching the original Latin line for line, this volume
captures the full exuberance of Plautus's street language, bursting with puns, learned allusions, ethnic slurs,
dirty jokes, and profanities, as it brings three rarely translated works—Weevil (Curculio), Iran Man (Persa),
and Towelheads (Poenulus)—to a wide contemporary audience.

Richlin's erudite introduction sets these plays within the context of the long history of East-West conflict and
illuminates the role played by comedy and performance in imperialism and colonialism. She has also
provided detailed and wide-ranging contextual introductions to the individual plays, as well as extensive
notes, which, together with these superb and provocative translations, will bring Plautus alive for a new
generation of readers and actors.
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From reader reviews:

Stefanie Roach:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Rome and the Mysterious Orient: Three Plays by Plautus, it is possible to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
reserve.

Sandra McNulty:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Rome and the Mysterious Orient: Three Plays
by Plautus guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Rome and the Mysterious Orient: Three Plays by
Plautus as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Hilda Dolan:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be study. Rome and the Mysterious Orient: Three Plays by Plautus can be your
answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Sharon McMichael:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Rome and the Mysterious Orient:
Three Plays by Plautus can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out
of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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