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American engineers have done astounding things to bend the Mississippi River to their will: forcing one of
its tributaries to flow uphill, transforming over a thousand miles of roiling currents into a placid staircase of
water, and wresting the lower half of the river apart from its floodplain. American law has aided and abetted
these feats. But despite our best efforts, so-called “natural disasters” continue to strike the Mississippi basin,
as raging floodwaters decimate waterfront communities and abandoned towns literally crumble into the Gulf
of Mexico. In some places, only the tombstones remain, leaning at odd angles as the underlying soil erodes
away. Mississippi River Tragedies reveals that it is seductively deceptive—but horribly misleading—to call
such catastrophes “natural.”  
 
Authors Christine A. Klein and Sandra B. Zellmer present a sympathetic account of the human dreams,
pride, and foibles that got us to this point, weaving together engaging historical narratives and accessible law
stories drawn from actual courtroom dramas. The authors deftly uncover the larger story of how the law
reflects and even amplifies our ambivalent attitude toward nature—simultaneously revering wild rivers and
places for what they are, while working feverishly to change them into something else. Despite their
sobering revelations, the authors’ final message is one of hope. Although the acknowledgement of human
responsibility for unnatural disasters can lead to blame, guilt, and liability, it can also prod us to confront the
consequences of our actions, leading to a liberating sense of possibility and to the knowledge necessary to
avoid future disasters.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Glover:

This Mississippi River Tragedies: A Century of Unnatural Disaster are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Mississippi River Tragedies: A Century of
Unnatural Disaster can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this Mississippi River Tragedies: A Century of Unnatural Disaster forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Judy Bowen:

Exactly why? Because this Mississippi River Tragedies: A Century of Unnatural Disaster is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret
the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Ella Norman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Mississippi River Tragedies: A
Century of Unnatural Disaster publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Mississippi River
Tragedies: A Century of Unnatural Disaster as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content.
This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Harold Fleming:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Mississippi River Tragedies: A Century of Unnatural
Disaster can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than



some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Mississippi River Tragedies:
A Century of Unnatural Disaster.
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