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Wedged chronologically between World War II and Vietnam, the Korean War—which began with North
Korea’s invasion of South Korea in June of 1950—possessed neither the virtuous triumphalism of the former
nor the tragic pathos of the latter. Most Americans supported defending South Korea, but there was
considerable controversy during the war as to the best means to do so—and the question was at least as
exasperating for American army officers as it was for the general public. A longtime historian of American
military leadership in the crucible of war, Stephen R. Taaffe takes a close critical look at how the highest
ranking field commanders of the Eighth Army acquitted themselves in the first, decisive year in Korea.
Because an army is no better than its leadership, his analysis opens a new perspective on the army's
performance in Korea, and on the conduct of the war itself.

In that first year, the Eighth Army’s leadership ran the gamut from impressive to lackluster—a surprising
unevenness since so many of the high-ranking officers had been battle-tested in World War II. Taaffe
attributes these leadership difficulties to the army’s woefully unprepared state at the war’s start, army
personnel policies, and General Douglas MacArthur’s corrosive habit of manipulating his subordinates and
pitting them against each other. He explores the personalities at play, their pre-war experiences, the manner
of their selection, their accomplishments and failures, and, of course, their individual relationships with each
other and MacArthur. By explaining who these field, corps, and division commanders were, Taaffe exposes
the army’s institutional and organizational problems that contributed to its up-and-down fortunes in Korea in
1950–1951. Providing a better understanding of MacArthur’s controversial generalship, Taaffe’s book offers
new and invaluable insight into the army’s life-and-death struggle in America’s least understood conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Edick:

The particular book MacArthur's Korean War Generals (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) has a lot details
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Guadalupe Baxter:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
MacArthur's Korean War Generals (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The MacArthur's Korean War Generals (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover)) giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Krystal Sutherland:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. MacArthur's Korean War Generals (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) can be your
answer as it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Karen Lambert:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book MacArthur's Korean War Generals (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) we can acquire
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this
book MacArthur's Korean War Generals (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)). You can more appealing than
now.
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