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The Swedish Academy, in awarding J.M.G. Le ClÃƒÂ©zio the 2008 Nobel Prize in Literature, praised
Desert as Le ClÃƒÂ©zio's ''definitive breakthrough as a novelist.'' Published in France in 1980, Desert
received the Grand Prix Paul Morand from the AcadÃƒÂ©mie FranÃƒÂ§aise, was translated into twenty-
three languages, and quickly proved to be a best-selling novel in many countries around the world.

Available for the first time in English translation, Desert is a novel composed of two alternating narratives,
set in counterpoint. The first takes place in the desert between 1909 and 1912 and evokes the migration of a
young adolescent boy, Nour, and his people, the Blue Men, notorious warriors of the desert. Driven from
their lands by French colonial soldiers, Nour's tribe has come to the valley of the Saguiet El Hamra to seek
the aid of the great spiritual leader known as Water of the Eyes. The religious chief sends them out from the
holy city of Smara into the desert to travel still further. Spurred on by thirst, hunger, and suffering, Nour's
tribe and others flee northward in the hopes of finding a land that can harbor them at last.

The second narrative relates the contemporary story of Lalla, a descendant of the Blue Men. Though she is
an orphan living in a shantytown known as the Project near a coastal city in Morocco, the blood of her proud,
obstinate tribe runs in her veins. All too soon, Lalla must flee to escape a forced marriage with an older,
wealthy man. She travels to France, undergoing many trials there, from working as a hotel maid to becoming
a highly-paid fashion model, and yet she never betrays the blood of her ancestors.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Cervantes:

This Desert book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This Desert without we recognize teach
the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Desert can bring if you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Desert having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Numbers Harless:

The publication untitled Desert is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality
of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore
the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Desert from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Brenda Taylor:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Desert that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit,
you are able to pick Desert become your own starter.

Roman Leonard:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on the
bed? Do you need something new? This Desert can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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