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In 1872, a woman known only as “An Earnest Englishwoman” published a letter titled “Are Women
Animals?” in which she protested against the fact that women were not treated as fully human. In fact, their
status was worse than that of animals: regulations prohibiting cruelty against dogs, horses, and cattle were
significantly more punitive than laws against cruelty to women. The Earnest Englishwoman’s heartfelt cry
was for women to “become-animal” in order to gain the status that they were denied on the grounds that they
were not part of “mankind.”

In this fascinating account, Joanna Bourke addresses the profound question of what it means to be “human”
rather than “animal.” How are people excluded from political personhood? How does one become entitled to
rights? The distinction between the two concepts is a blurred line, permanently under construction. If the
Earnest Englishwoman had been capable of looking 100 years into the future, she might have wondered
about the human status of chimeras, or the ethics of stem cell research. Political disclosures and scientific
advances have been re-locating the human-animal border at an alarming speed. In this meticulously
researched, illuminating book, Bourke explores the legacy of more than two centuries, and looks forward
into what the future might hold for humans, women, and animals.
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From reader reviews:

Mark McCarver:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book What It Means to Be Human: Historical Reflections from the
1800s to the Present it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book provides high quality.

Matthew Siller:

This What It Means to Be Human: Historical Reflections from the 1800s to the Present is great book for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have
to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can
claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having What It Means to Be Human: Historical Reflections from the 1800s to the Present in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that
offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Timothy Lumpkin:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but novel and What It Means to Be Human: Historical Reflections from the
1800s to the Present or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science book, any other book likes What It Means to Be Human: Historical Reflections from the 1800s to the
Present to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Williams Carter:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at



this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this What It Means to Be Human: Historical Reflections from the 1800s to the Present can
make you feel more interested to read.
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