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On December 29, 1890, the U.S. Seventh Cavalry killed more than two hundred Lakota Ghost Dancers-
including men, women, and children-at Wounded Knee Creek, South Dakota. After the work of death ceased
at Wounded Knee, the work of memory commenced. For the US Army and some whites, Wounded Knee
was the site where a heroic victory was achieved against the fanatical Chief Big Foot and his treacherous
Ghost Dancers and where the struggle between civilization and savagery for North America came to an end.
For other whites, it was a stain on the national conscience, a leading example of America's dishonorable
dealings with Native peoples. For Lakota survivors it was the site of a horrific massacre of a peacemaking
chief and his people, and where the United States violated its treaty promises and slaughtered innocents.

Historian David Grua argues that Wounded Knee serves as a window into larger debates over how the
United States' conquest of the indigenous peoples should be remembered. During the five decades after
Wounded Knee, the survivors pursued historical justice in the form of compensation, in accordance with
traditional Lakota conflict resolution practices and treaty provisions that required compensation for past
wrongs. The survivors engaged in the politics of memory by preparing compensation claims, erecting a
monument "in memory of the Chief Big Foot massacre" at the mass grave on the Pine Ridge Reservation, by
dictating accounts to sympathetic whites, and by testifying before the U.S. Congress in the 1930s in support
of a bill intended to "liquidate the liability" of the United States for Wounded Knee. Despite the bill's failure,
the survivors' prolonged pursuit of justice laid the foundation for later activists who would draw upon the
memorial significance of Wounded Knee to promote indigenous sovereignty.

Published on the 125th anniversary of this controversial event, Surviving Wounded Knee examines the
Lakota survivors' half-century pursuit of justice and points to lingering questions about the United States'
willingness to address the liabilities of Indian conquest.
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From reader reviews:

Chester Walters:

The book Surviving Wounded Knee: The Lakotas and the Politics of Memory can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Surviving
Wounded Knee: The Lakotas and the Politics of Memory? Several of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Surviving Wounded Knee: The Lakotas and the Politics of Memory has simple
shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Molly Cooper:

The book Surviving Wounded Knee: The Lakotas and the Politics of Memory will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book
to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Surviving Wounded Knee: The Lakotas and the Politics
of Memory is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Derek Wire:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Surviving Wounded Knee: The Lakotas
and the Politics of Memory is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Daryl Sanders:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like
Surviving Wounded Knee: The Lakotas and the Politics of Memory which is finding the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's observe.
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