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When first published in 1947, A Short History of Opera immediately achieved international status as a
classic in the field. Now, more than five decades later, this thoroughly revised and expanded fourth edition
informs and entertains opera lovers just as its predecessors have.

The fourth edition incorporates new scholarship that traces the most important developments in the evolution
of musical drama. After surveying anticipations of the operatic form in the lyric theater of the Greeks,
medieval dramatic music, and other forerunners, the book reveals the genre's beginnings in the seventeenth
century and follows its progress to the present day.

A Short History of Opera examines not only the standard performance repertoire, but also works considered
important for the genre's development. Its expanded scope investigates opera from Eastern European
countries and Finland. The section on twentieth-century opera has been reorganized around national operatic
traditions including a chapter devoted solely to opera in the United States, which incorporates material on the
American musical and ties between classical opera and popular musical theater. A separate section on
Chinese opera is also included.

With an extensive multilanguage bibliography, more than one hundred musical examples, and stage
illustrations, this authoritative one-volume survey will be invaluable to students and serious opera buffs.
New fans will also find it highly accessible and informative. Extremely thorough in its coverage, A Short
History of Opera is now more than ever the book to turn to for anyone who wants to know about the history
of this art form.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Roberts:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this A Short History of Opera, Fourth Edition.

Carrie Hunter:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A book A Short History of Opera, Fourth Edition will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Edward Avelar:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking A Short History of Opera, Fourth
Edition that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you are able to pick A Short History of Opera, Fourth Edition become your current starter.

Lizabeth Melgar:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time
to be go through. A Short History of Opera, Fourth Edition can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by a person who have those short free time problems.
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