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Physical infrastructure in the United States is crumbling. The American Society of Civil Engineers has, in its
latest report, given American roads and bridges a grade of D and C+, respectively, and has described roughly
sixty-five thousand bridges in the United States as "structurally deficient." This crisis--and one need look no
further than the I-35W bridge collapse in Minnesota to see that it is indeed a crisis--shows little sign of
abating short of a massive change in attitude amongst politicians and the American public.

In The Road Taken, acclaimed historian Henry Petroski explores our core infrastructure from historical and
contemporary perspectives and explains how essential their maintenance is to America's economic health.
Recounting the long history behind America's highway system, Petroski reveals the genesis of our interstate
numbering system (even roads go east-west, odd go north-south), the inspiration behind the center line that
has divided roads for decades, and the creation of such taken-for-granted objects as guardrails, stop signs,
and traffic lights--all crucial parts of our national and local infrastructure. His history of the rebuilding of the
San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge reveals the complex and challenging interplay between government and
industry inherent in the conception, funding, design, and building of major infrastructure projects, while his
forensic analysis of the street he lives on--its potholes, gutters, and curbs--will engage homeowners
everywhere.

A compelling work of history, The Road Taken is also an urgent clarion call aimed at American citizens,
politicians, and anyone with a vested interest in our economic well-being. The road we take in the next
decade toward rebuilding our aging infrastructure will in large part determine our future national prosperity.
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From reader reviews:

Wilbert Westerfield:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Road Taken: The History and Future of America's
Infrastructure. Try to make book The Road Taken: The History and Future of America's Infrastructure as
your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Marie Guinn:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Road Taken: The History and Future of
America's Infrastructure will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored.
It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate
book with you?

Frederick Rothman:

The Road Taken: The History and Future of America's Infrastructure can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Road Taken:
The History and Future of America's Infrastructure yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Willard Edwards:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The Road Taken:
The History and Future of America's Infrastructure will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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