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As a young Florentine envoy to the courts of France and the Italian principalities, Niccolò Machiavelli
(1469-1527) was able to observe firsthand the lives of people strongly united under one powerful ruler.

His fascination with that political rarity and his intense desire to see the Medici family assume a similar role
in Italy provided the foundation for his "primer for princes." In this classic guide to acquiring and
maintaining political power, Machiavelli used a rational approach to advise prospective rulers, developing
logical arguments and alternatives for a number of potential problems, among them governing hereditary
monarchies, dealing with colonies and the treatment of conquered peoples.

When Lorenzo de' Medici seized control of the Florentine Republic in 1512, he summarily fired the
Secretary to the Second Chancery of the Signoria and set in motion a fundamental change in the way we
think about politics. The person who held the aforementioned office with the tongue-twisting title was none
other than Niccolò Machiavelli, who, suddenly finding himself out of a job after 14 years of patriotic service,
followed the career trajectory of many modern politicians into punditry. Unable to become an on-air political
analyst for a television network, he only wrote a book. But what a book The Prince is. Its essential
contribution to modern political thought lies in Machiavelli's assertion of the then revolutionary idea that
theological and moral imperatives have no place in the political arena. "It must be understood," Machiavelli
avers, "that a prince ... cannot observe all of those virtues for which men are reputed good, because it is
often necessary to act against mercy, against faith, against humanity, against frankness, against religion, in
order to preserve the state."

Refreshing in its directness, yet often disturbing in its cold practicality, The Prince sets down a frighteningly
pragmatic formula for political fortune. Starkly relevant to the political upheavals of the 20th century, this
calculating prescription for power remains today, nearly 500 years after it was written, a timely and startling
lesson in the practice of autocratic rule that continues to be much read and studied by students, scholars and
general readers as well.

“[Machiavelli] can still engage our attention with remarkable immediacy, and this cannot be explained
solely by the appeal of his ironic observations on human behaviour. Perhaps the most important thing is the
way he can compel us to reflect on our own priorities and the reasoning behind them; it is this intrusion into
our own defenses that makes reading him an intriguing experience. As a scientific exponent of the political
art Machiavelli may have had few followers; it is as a provocative rhetorician that he has had his real
impact on history.” –from the Introduction by Dominic Baker-Smith

Note: This is an illustrated edition of the book for an engaging read.
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From reader reviews:

Freddie Hoops:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Prince (Illustrated)
is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Mildred Smith:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Prince (Illustrated) as your daily resource
information.

Jerry Gunnell:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Prince (Illustrated) which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Nick Gulbranson:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is actually The Prince (Illustrated). This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.
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