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This book provides a detailed analysis of the conventions and techniques of performance characteristic of the
Greek theatre of Menander and the subsequent Roman theatre of Plautus and Terence. Drawing on literary
and archaeological sources, and on scientific treatises, David Wiles identifies the mask as crucial to the
actor's art, and shows how sophisticated the art of the mask-maker became. He also examines the other main
elements which the audience learned to decode: costume, voice, movement, etc. In order to identify features
that were unique to Hellenistic theatre he contrasts Greek New Comedy with other traditions of masked
comedy, and shows how different Roman conventions of performance rest upon different underlying
assumptions about religion, marriage and class. David Wiles offers theatre historians and classicists a radical
new approach to reading play texts. His book will also be useful to archaeologists seeking to understand
what masks mean and how Greek and Roman theatres were used.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Sullivan:

Often the book The Masks of Menander: Sign and Meaning in Greek and Roman Performance has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Tim Andrus:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Masks of Menander: Sign and
Meaning in Greek and Roman Performance that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Masks of Menander: Sign and
Meaning in Greek and Roman Performance become your own personal starter.

Gary Muldowney:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book The Masks of Menander: Sign and Meaning in Greek and Roman
Performance was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book which you wanted.

Eric Kinlaw:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Masks of Menander: Sign and Meaning in
Greek and Roman Performance was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book The Masks of Menander: Sign and Meaning in Greek and Roman Performance has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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