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Good and evil, clean and unclean, rich and poor, self and other. The nature and function of such binary
oppositions have long intrigued scholars in such fields as philosophy, linguistics, classics, and anthropology.
From the opening chapters of Genesis, in which God separates day from night, and Adam and Eve partake of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, dyadic pairs proliferate throughout the Hebrew Bible. In this
groundbreaking work melding critical exegesis and contemporary theory, Saul M. Olyan considers the
prevalence of polaritiesin biblical discourse and expounds their significance for the social and religious
institutions of ancient Israel. Extant biblical narrative and legal texts reveal a set of socialy constructed and
culturaly privileged binary oppositions, Olyan argues, which instigate and perpetuate hierarchical social
relationsin ritual settings such as the sanctuary.

Focusing on four binary pairs--holy/common, Israglite/alien, clean/unclean, and whole/blemished--Olyan
shows how these privileged oppositions were used to restrict access to cultic spaces, such as the temple or
the Passover table. Theseritual sites, therefore, became the primary contexts for creating and recreating
unequal social relations. Olyan also uncovers a pattern of challenge to the established hierarchies by
nonprivileged groups. Converging with contemporary issues of power, marginalization, and privileging,
Olyan's painstaking yet lucid study abounds with implications for anthropology, classics, critical theory, and
feminist studies.
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From reader reviews:
Peter Tesch:

Now aday people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How alot
more to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying
abook can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Rites and Rank book because this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it as you know.

Robert Black:

Rites and Rank can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving hisher effort to place every
word into delight arrangement in writing Rites and Rank however doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Michelle Jennings:

With this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you need to
doisjust spending your time not much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of the books
in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Rites and Rank. This book which can be qualified as
The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review thisreserve
you can get many advantages.

Kenneth Leishman:

That book can make you to fed relax. This specific book Rites and Rank was bright colored and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book Rites and Rank has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore, not at al of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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