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Franklin Roosevelt instinctively understood that a politician unable to control his own body would be
perceived as unable to control the body politic. He took care to hide his polio-induced lameness both visually
and verbally. Through his speeches—and his physical bearing when delivering them—he tried to project
robust health for himself while imputing disability, weakness, and even disease onto his political opponents
and their policies.

In FDR's Body Politics: The Rhetoric of Disability, Davis W. Houck and Amos Kiewe analyze the silences
surrounding Roosevelt's disability, the words he chose to portray himself and his policies as powerful and
health-giving, and the methods he used to maximize the appearance of physical strength. Drawing on never-
before-used primary sources, they explore how Roosevelt and his advisors attacked his most difficult
rhetorical bind: how to address his fitness for office without invoking his disability. They examine his broad
strategies, as well as the speeches Roosevelt delivered during his political comeback after polio struck, to
understand how he overcame the whispering campaign against him in 1928 and 1932.

The compelling narrative Houck and Kiewe offer here is one of struggle against physical disability and
cultural prejudice by one of our nation's most powerful leaders. Ultimately, it is a story of triumph and
courage—one that reveals a master politician's understanding of the body politic in the most fundamental of
ways.
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From reader reviews:

Michele Reynolds:

This FDR's Body Politics: The Rhetoric of Disability (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication)
are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this FDR's Body
Politics: The Rhetoric of Disability (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) can be one of
several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an
individual with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types.
Beside that this FDR's Body Politics: The Rhetoric of Disability (Presidential Rhetoric and Political
Communication) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Donna Kerns:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should
read. If you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled FDR's Body Politics: The Rhetoric of
Disability (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) can be excellent book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Glen Bass:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be go through. FDR's Body Politics: The Rhetoric of Disability (Presidential
Rhetoric and Political Communication) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have
those short free time problems.

Marian Dyer:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That FDR's Body Politics: The Rhetoric of Disability
(Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) can give you a lot of good friends because by you
investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might
be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why



hesitate? We need to have FDR's Body Politics: The Rhetoric of Disability (Presidential Rhetoric and
Political Communication).
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