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Today, black-owned barber shops play a central rolein African American public life. The intimacy of
commercia grooming encourages both confidentiality and camaraderie, which make the barber shop an
important gathering place for African American mento talk freely. But for many years preceding and even
after the Civil War, black barbers endured a measure of socia stigmafor perpetuating inequality: though the
profession offered economic mobility to black entrepreneurs, black barbers were obliged by custom to serve
an exclusively white clientele. Quincy T. Mills traces the lineage from these nineteenth-century barbers to
the bustling enterprises of today, demonstrating that the livelihood offered by the service economy was
crucia to the development of a black commercial sphere and the barber shop as a democratic social space.

Cutting Along the Color Line chronicles the cultural history of black barber shops as businesses and civic
ingtitutions. Through several generations of barbers, Mills examines the transition from davery to freedomin
the nineteenth century, the early twentieth-century expansion of black consumerism, and the challenges of
professionalization, licensing laws, and competition from white barbers. He finds that the profession played a
significant though complicated role in twentieth-century racial politics: while the services of shaving and
grooming were instrumental in the creation of socially acceptable black masculinity, barbering permitted the
financial independence to maintain public spaces that fostered civil rights politics. This sweeping, engaging
history of an iconic cultural establishment shows that black entrepreneurship was intimately linked to the
struggle for equality.
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From reader reviews:
Martina Joseph:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They are realy
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usualy reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem aswell as exercise.
Weéll, probably you should have this Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers and Barber Shopsin
America.

Florence Taylor:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers and
Barber Shopsin America. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important the book Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers and Barber Shopsin America.
Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel fed upto goto
the library. Let's read.

Agnes Figueroa:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Cutting Along the Color Line:
Black Barbers and Barber Shops in America, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you
still desire to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Marissa Wegener:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can aso bring us to
around the world. By book Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers and Barber Shopsin Americawe
can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that
book Cutting Along the Color Line: Black Barbers and Barber Shopsin America. Y ou can more attractive
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