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In asymmetric interstate conflicts, great powers have the capability to coerce weak states by threatening their
survival—but not vice versa. It is therefore the great power that decides whether to escalate a conflict into a
crisis by adopting a coercive strategy.

In practice, however, the coercive strategies of the U.S. have frequently failed. In Coercion, Survival and
War Phil Haun chronicles 30 asymmetric interstate crises involving the US from 1918 to 2003. The U.S.
chose coercive strategies in 23 of these cases, but coercion failed half of the time: most often because the
more powerful U.S. made demands that threatened the very survival of the weak state, causing it to resist as
long as it had the means to do so. It is an unfortunate paradox Haun notes that, where the U.S. may prefer
brute force to coercion, these power asymmetries may well lead it to first attempt coercive strategies that are
expected to fail in order to justify the war it desires.

He concludes that, when coercion is preferred to brute force there are clear limits as to what can be
demanded. In such cases, he suggests, U.S. policymakers can improve the chances of success by matching
appropriate threats to demands, by including other great powers in the coercive process, and by reducing a
weak state leader's reputational costs by giving him or her face saving options.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Pratt:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Coercion, Survival, and War: Why Weak States
Resist the United States is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jackie Caldwell:

Exactly why? Because this Coercion, Survival, and War: Why Weak States Resist the United States is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Douglas Stevens:

The book untitled Coercion, Survival, and War: Why Weak States Resist the United States contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by
famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
go through.

Walter Son:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this Coercion, Survival, and War: Why Weak States Resist the United States can make you feel more
interested to read.
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