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The present issue of Umbr(a) aims to provide a space for the elaboration of the often-uninterrogated relation
between writing and psychoanalysis. For, inasmuch as psychoanalysis is inextricably linked to the speaking
subject, it nevertheless finds its origins and future firmly grounded in writing. Every psychoanalyst whose
training is informed by Freud's writing, every psychoanalytic critic who takes writing as his object of study,
and anyone in any discipline who reads or writes in the name of psychoanalysis must eventually account for
the following -- deceptively simple -- question: If psychoanalysis can rightly be called the talking cure, then
why should it have anything at all to say about writing? The answer to this question will dictate not only why
psychoanalysis can be brought to bear upon the question of writing -- what, for example, characterizes
writing as distinct from speech or even the mark -- but also what psychoanalysis enables one to think about
writing, as distinct from any other possible discipline, method, or apparatus. Or, to put it another way, when
choosing to bring the concepts, structures, and operations of psychoanalysis to bear upon writing, one must
be prepared to account not only for the choice of psychoanalysis -- Why psychoanalysis? -- but also for the
admissibility and relevance of the object -- Why writing?

Indeed, if there is anything that makes psychoanalysis today uniquely situated to approach the question of
writing it is the way in which it inherits -- in a structurally irrevocable way -- the distinction between speech
and writing. Writing has been fundamentally, but almost paradoxically, implicated in psychoanalysis from
the very outset. Freud became convinced of the existence of the unconscious through direct and repeated
experience of its manifestations in the speech and acts of his analysands. However, in order for his singular
discovery to be useful and convincing to others who had not had the benefit of direct experience he was
compelled to write. This point cannot be emphasized enough: Psychoanalysis, as it exists today, is a direct
consequence of the manner in which Freud translated and transmitted his clinical experience through the
fundamentally incompatible register of writing. In his case histories, for example, Freud makes it abundantly
clear that what he has written is by no means a wholly accurate or linear representation of the course of the
analysis in question. What the reader experiences will not be identical to what Freud experienced. Yet Freud
nevertheless writes with the expectation of producing the same effect in his reader: a repetition of his
inaugural experience of the unconscious. As readers of Freud, we inherit a very specific relation to repetition,
and that repetition cannot be unbound from the writing of which it is a consequence. In this sense, Freud's
writing has served, and continues to serve, as the base case for a peculiar sort of mathematical induction.
Every reader must repeat the discovery of the unconscious and reinvent psychoanalysis, as if for the first
time, while being constrained by nothing but the economy of Freud's writing. This is the Freudian wager:
that the psychoanalysis we invent by reading what he has written will be, somehow, the same
psychoanalysis.
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From reader reviews:

Judy Chisolm:

With other case, little persons like to read book Umbr(a): Writing. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Umbr(a): Writing. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

Holly Murphy:

The feeling that you get from Umbr(a): Writing may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Umbr(a): Writing giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this particular Umbr(a): Writing instantly.

Jeffrey David:

The reserve with title Umbr(a): Writing has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
help after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

James Cummings:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Umbr(a): Writing can give you a lot of
good friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Umbr(a): Writing.
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