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An era of sweeping cultural change in America, the postwar years saw the rise of beatniks and hippies, the
birth of feminism, and the release of the first video game. It was also the era of new math. Introduced to US
schools in the late 1950s and 1960s, the new math was a curricular answer to Cold War fears of American
intellectual inadequacy. In the age of Sputnik and increasingly sophisticated technological systems and
machines, math class came to be viewed as a crucial component of the education of intelligent, virtuous
citizens who would be able to compete on a global scale.

In this history, Christopher J. Phillips examines the rise and fall of the new math as a marker of the period’s
political and social ferment. Neither the new math curriculum designers nor its diverse legions of supporters
concentrated on whether the new math would improve students’ calculation ability. Rather, they felt the new
math would train children to think in the right way, instilling in students a set of mental habits that might
better prepare them to be citizens of modern society—a world of complex challenges, rapid technological
change, and unforeseeable futures. While Phillips grounds his argument in shifting perceptions of intellectual
discipline and the underlying nature of mathematical knowledge, he also touches on long-standing debates
over the place and relevance of mathematics in liberal education. And in so doing, he explores the essence of
what it means to be an intelligent American—by the numbers.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Tillman:

This book untitled The New Math: A Political History to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Owen Bourne:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. The New Math: A Political History can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those
short time problems.

Gloria Lentz:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended for you is The New Math: A Political History this reserve consist a lot of the information
of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study
when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Timothy Pace:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The New Math: A Political History to make your
own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and examining
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve
The New Math: A Political History can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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