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The death by suicide of Gary J Shipley’s close friend, Conrad Unger (writer, theorist and amateur
entomologist), has prompted him to confront not only the cold machinery of self-erasure, but also its
connections to the literary life and notions surrounding psychological bewitchment, to revaluate in both
fictional and entomological terms just what it is that drives writers like Unger to take their own lives as a
matter of course, as if that end had been there all along, knowing, waiting. Like Gérard de Nerval, David
Foster Wallace, Ann Quin and Virginia Woolf before him, Unger was not merely a writer who chose to end
his life, but a writer whose work appeared forged from the knowledge of that event’s temporary
postponement. And while to the uninitiated these literary suicides would most likely appear completely
unrelated to the suicide behaviors of insects parasitized by entomopathogenic fungi or nematomorpha, within
the pages of this short study we are frequently presented with details that allow us to see the parallels
between their terminal choreographies. He investigates what he believes are the essentially binary and
contradictory motivations of his suicide case studies: where their self-dispatch becomes an instance of necro-
autonomy (death as solution to an external thraldom, or the zombification of everyday life as something
requiring the most extreme form of emancipation), while in addition being an instance of necro-equipoise
(death as solution to an internal thraldom, or the anguish of no longer being able to slip back comfortably
inside that very everydayness). The deadening claustrophobia of human life and achieving a stance outside
of it: both barbs on the lines that can only ever detail the sickness, never cure it. Through extracts and
synopses of Unger’s books, marginalia and underscorings selected from his extensive library, and a brief
itinerary of his movements in that last month of exile, a picture of the writer’s suicidal obsession begins to
form, and it forms at the expense of the man, the idea eating through his brain like a fungal parasite,
disinterring the waking corpse to flesh its words.
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From reader reviews:

Myra Lopez:

You could spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Death of Conrad Unger is simple
bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Joseph Haner:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Death of Conrad Unger can
be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?

Andrea Whitt:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide The Death of Conrad Unger was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern
era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Jose Enriquez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
story and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just trying to find the The Death of Conrad Unger when you desired it?
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