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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • For readers of Philippa Gregory, Paula McLain, and Daisy
Goodwin comes a sweeping and powerful novel by Allison Pataki. Sisi tells the little-known story of
Empress Elisabeth of Austria-Hungary, the Princess Diana of her time, in an enthralling work of
historical fiction that is also a gripping page-turner.

Married to Emperor Franz Joseph, Elisabeth—fondly known as Sisi—captures the hearts of her people as
their “fairy queen,” but beneath that dazzling persona lives a far more complex figure. In mid-nineteenth-
century Vienna, the halls of the Hofburg Palace buzz not only with imperial waltzes and champagne but with
temptations, rivals, and cutthroat intrigue. Feeling stifled by strict protocols and a turbulent marriage, Sisi
grows restless. A free-spirited wanderer, she finds solace at her estate outside Budapest. There she rides her
beloved horses and enjoys visits from the Hungarian statesman Count Andrássy, the man with whom she’s
unwittingly fallen in love. But tragic news brings Sisi out of her fragile seclusion, forcing her to return to her
capital and a world of gossip, envy, and sorrow where a dangerous fate lurks in the shadows.

Through love affairs and loss, dedication and defiance, Sisi struggles against conflicting desires: to keep her
family together, or to flee amid the collapse of her suffocating marriage and the gathering tumult of the First
World War. In an age of crumbling monarchies, Sisi fights to assert her right to the throne beside her
husband, to win the love of her people and the world, and to save an empire. But in the end, can she save
herself?

Featuring larger-than-life historic figures such as Bavaria’s “Mad King Ludwig” and the tragic Crown Prince
Rudolf, and set against many of Europe’s grandest sites—from Germany’s storied Neuschwanstein Castle to
England’s lush shires—Sisi brings to life an extraordinary woman and the romantic, volatile era over which
she presided.

Praise for Sisi

“Pataki successfully juggles numerous political and personal plot lines while maintaining her focus on a
fascinating central character. . . . Readers of Pataki’s first book will want to know the rest of Sisi’s story, but
this novel stands on its own for historical fiction fans.”—Library Journal

“A deeply moving book about a complex character.”—BookPage

“A satisfying saga of the late Habsburg period.”—Kirkus Reviews

“Pataki brings richness and relevance to the story of the woman who worked tirelessly to protect the face of
an empire.”—Publishers Weekly

“Pataki simply stuns me with each new book. I savor each page. Sisi is her best yet!”—Kathie Lee Gifford

“Readers will enjoy the glorious dilemma of whether to turn the pages swiftly, breathlessly following
Empress Sisi from one astonishing, heartbreaking adventure to the next, or to linger and luxuriate in Pataki’s
vivid, sumptuous descriptions of the Habsburg court.”—Jennifer Chiaverini, New York Times bestselling



author of Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker

“This entire novel is irresistible—completely impossible to put down! Pataki reimagines the reign of the
nineteenth-century Princess Diana in this stunning book.”—Michelle Moran, internationally bestselling
author of Rebel Queen

“Emotional, exuberant, masterly, Sisi swept me into the glittering, treacherous world of the waning Habsburg
empire. A must-read.”—Lynn Cullen, bestselling author of Mrs. Poe

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lantz:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Sisi: Empress on Her Own: A Novel as the daily resource
information.

Muriel Carpenter:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Sisi: Empress on Her Own: A Novel your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
before. The Sisi: Empress on Her Own: A Novel giving you yet another experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying
it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Cheryl Alexander:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Sisi: Empress on Her Own: A Novel was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Sisi: Empress on Her Own: A
Novel has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally
and try to like reading in which.

Philip Brown:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Sisi: Empress on Her Own: A Novel can make you feel more interested to read.
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