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There are a variety of people, practices, and celebrations in the Catholic Church. At times some of these can
be dismissed too easily as extreme, superstitious, or uninformed. Such is the case with the Penitentes of
NewMexico. In I Was and I Am Dust, David M. Mellott shares his experiences of the Penitentes as an
outsider. He explains their struggles with the institutional church, and some of the seemingly extreme rituals
they facilitate during Holy Week. Through the voice of Larry Torres, one of the senior members of the
Penitentes, Mellott poignantly provides readers with a more intimate picture of this community of
practitioners.

Yet so much more than an analysis written by an outsider, this work attempts to understand the experience of
those within a group whose practices are considered outside the mainstream. With Mellott and Torres,
readers may be surprised to discover a depth of meaning in these practices 'and to realize the beauty of being
dust.

David M. Mellott is assistant professor of practical theology and director of ministerial formation at
Lancaster Theological Seminary, where he teaches courses in philosophy, ethnography, and theology of
ministry. He is committed to supporting and nurturing Christian communities that empower people to live
more authentically as they seek to love God, neighbor, and self more deeply.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Britton:

The book I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like
a book I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series)? A few of
you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book I Was And I Am Dust:
Penitente Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve.
So it is very wonderful.

Ida Johnson:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this I Was And I
Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) book because this book offers you
rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it everbody knows.

Aida Zambrana:

The experience that you get from I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil
Michel Series) is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but I Was And I Am Dust:
Penitente Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente
Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) instantly.

Stacie Schneider:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a
Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it



and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the book I Was And I Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of
Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of the time.
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