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In the de Officiis we have, save for the latter Philippics, the great orator's last contribution to literature. The
last, sad, troubled years of his busy life could not be given to his profession; and he turned his never-resting
thoughts to the second love of his student days and made Greek philosophy a possibility for Roman readers.
The senate had been abolished; the courts had been closed. His occupation was gone; but Cicero could not
surrender himself to idleness. In those days of distraction (46-43 b.c.) he produced for publication almost as
much as in all his years of active life.
The liberators had been able to remove the tyrant, but they could not restore the republic. Cicero's own life
was in danger from the fury of mad Antony and he left Rome about the end of March, 44 b.c. He dared not
even stop permanently in any one of his various country estates, but, wretched, wandered from one of his
villas to another nearly all the summer and autumn through. He would not suffer himself to become a prey to
his overwhelming sorrow at the death of the republic and the final crushing of the hopes that had risen with
Caesar's downfall, but worked at the highest tension on his philosophical studies.
The Romans were not philosophical. In 161 b.c. the senate passed a decree excluding all philosophers and
teachers of rhetoric from the city. They had no taste for philosophical speculation, in which the Greeks were
the world's masters. They were intensely, narrowly practical. And Cicero was thoroughly Roman. As a
student in a Greek university he had had to study philosophy. His mind was broad enough and his soul great
enough to give him a joy in following after the mighty masters, Socrates, Plato, Zeno, Cleanthes, Aristotle,
Theophrastus, and the rest. But he pursued his study of it, like a Roman, from a "practical" motive—to
promote thereby his power as an orator and to augment his success and happiness in life. To him the goal of
philosophy was not primarily to know but to do. Its end was to point out the course of conduct that would
lead to success and happiness. The only side of philosophy, therefore, that could make much appeal to the
Roman mind was ethics; pure science could have little meaning for the practical Roman; metaphysics might
supplement ethics and religion, without which true happiness was felt to be impossible.
Philosophical study had its place, therefore, and the most important department of philosophy was ethics.
The treatise on Moral Duties has the very practical purpose of giving a practical discussion of the basic
principles of Moral Duty and practical rules for personal conduct.
As a philosopher, if we may so stretch the term as to include him, Cicero avows himself an adherent of the
New Academy and a disciple of Carneades. He had tried Epicureanism under Phaedrus and Zeno, Stoicism
under Diodotus and Posidonius; but Philo of Larissa converted him to the New Academy.
Scepticism declared the attainment of absolute knowledge impossible. But there is the easily obtainable
golden mean of the probable; and that appealed to the practical Roman. It appealed especially to Cicero; and
the same indecision that had been his bane in political life naturally led him first to scepticism, then to
eclecticism, where his choice is dictated by his bias for the practical and his scepticism itself disappears from
view. And while Antiochus, the eclectic Academician of Athens, and Posidonius, the eclectic Stoic of
Rhodes, seem to have had the strongest influence upon him, he draws at his own discretion from the founts
of Stoics, Peripatetics, and Academicians alike; he has only contempt for the Epicureans, Cynics, and
Cyrenaics. But the more he studied and lived, the more of a Stoic in ethics he became.
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From reader reviews:

Shelly Gomes:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this De Officiis: (English Edition) book
as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Timothy Montgomery:

The publication with title De Officiis: (English Edition) includes a lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Darlene Heckart:

De Officiis: (English Edition) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing De Officiis: (English Edition) nevertheless
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
considering.

Karen Lambert:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like De Officiis: (English Edition)
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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