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With an update by the author for the 2012 election
 
A veteran newsman who has presided over eleven presidential and vice-presidential debates, Jim Lehrer
gives readers a ringside seat for some of the epic political battles of our time, shedding light on all of the
critical turning points and rhetorical faux pas that helped determine the outcome of America’s presidential
elections. Drawing on his own experiences as “the man in the middle seat,” in-depth interviews with the
candidates and his fellow moderators, and transcripts of key exchanges, Lehrer illuminates what he calls the
“Major Moments” and “killer questions” that defined the debates, from Kennedy-Nixon to Obama-McCain.
In this paperback edition, he also offers his expert analysis of the 2012 Republican primary debates.
 
Asked to sum up his experience as a participant in high-level televised debates, President George H. W.
Bush memorably likened them to an evening in “tension city.” In Jim Lehrer’s absorbing account, we find
out that truer words were never spoken.
 
“A brisk and engaging memoir.”—The Washington Post
 
“Enthralling . . . remarkable . . . a wonderful political memoir.”—Bookreporter
 
“A really good read . . . [There is] no debating quality of Jim Lehrer’s book.”—Associated Press
 
“Jim Lehrer is a national monument, and this riveting book shows how he became America’s
moderator.”—Michael Beschloss, author of Presidential Courage
 
“A political junkie’s backstage pass.”—The Capital Times
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From reader reviews:

Lori Johnson:

The book Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Roberta Granger:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Tension City: Inside the
Presidential Debates book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Timothy Bullock:

This Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates are usually reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason of this Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates can be one of
several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person
with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Roy Hanson:

Tension City: Inside the Presidential Debates can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Tension City: Inside the Presidential
Debates although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new
stage of crucial considering.
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