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On countless occasions in history one group with political power has taken property from aless powerful
group as part of alarger strategy to dehumanize or infantilize them. The colonial expropriation of property
from native peoples, the Nazi confiscation of property from Jews, the Hutu taking of property from Tutsis
during and after the Rwandan genocide, and Saddam Hussein's seizing of property from the Kurdsin Iraq al
typify this enduring phenomenon. In such instances, the dispossessed were subjected to deprivations of
property and dignity. Subsequent governments then had to navigate the perilous landscape surrounding the
return of land and other property to displaced or decimated populations. They could ignore the fact that
people were deprived of their property, or they could rectify it.

We Want What's Oursis adetailed study of South Africa's attempts to rectify the deprivation of land suffered
by thousands of people under the colonial and apartheid regimes. It teaches a critical 1esson about these
transitions: remedying past wrongs entails more than distributing money or even returning property, because
the dispossessed did not just lose their possessions, they also had their dignity taken from them. A
comprehensive remedy for these 'dignity takings' involves confronting the underlying dehumanization,
infantilization, and political exclusion that enabled the dispossession. That is, it requires 'dignity restoration' -
aremedy based on principles of restorative justice that seeks to rehabilitate the dispossessed and reintegrate
them into the fabric of society.

South Africa's colonia and apartheid-era land dispossessions are a quintessential example of 'dignity
takings, and the post-apartheid government is unique because it has sought to move beyond the more
common step of only providing reparations (compensation for tangible losses) and instead has tried to
facilitate the restoration of the dignity of the dispossessed. Bernadette Atuahene's detailed research, and
extensive interviews with over one hundred and fifty South Africans who participated in the nation's land
restitution program, demonstrates what was required for this 'dignity restoration’, and how successful it has
ultimately been. Rooted solidly in both academic analysis and human experiences, this book serves as an
invaluable resource to international organizations, government bureaucrats, policy makers, NGOs, students,
and scholarsinterested in redress for historical injustice, defending property rights, and conflict prevention.
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From reader reviews:
Karla Whisenant:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read
this We Want What's Ours: Learning from South Africa's Land Restitution Program, you may tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a book.

Nicol Thomas:

A lot of people always spent al their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook different you can
read some sort of book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a guide. The book We Want What's Ours: Learning from South Africa's Land
Restitution Program it is rather good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you
can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
to cover but this book provides high quality.

Frank Arnett:

Beside this We Want What's Ours: Learning from South Africa's Land Restitution Program in your phone, it
could possibly give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got hereis fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people livein
narrow Vvillage. It is good thing to have We Want What's Ours: Learning from South Africa's Land
Restitution Program because this book offersto you personally readable information. Do you often have
book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have thisin the
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Crystal Lavigne:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching fromit. It isidentified
as of book We Want What's Ours: Learning from South Africa's Land Restitution Program. You'll be able to



your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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