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Children at War is the first comprehensive book to examine the growing and global use of children as
soldiers.
P.W. Singer, an internationally recognized expert in twenty-first-century warfare, explores how a new
strategy of war, utilized by armies and warlords alike, has targeted children, seeking to turn them into
soldiers and terrorists.
Singer writes about how the first American serviceman killed by hostile fire in Afghanistan—a Green
Beret—was shot by a fourteen-year-old Afghan boy; how suspected militants detained by U.S. forces in Iraq
included more than one hundred children under the age of seventeen; and how hundreds who were taken
hostage in Thailand were held captive by the rebel "God's Army," led by twelve-year-old twins.
Interweaving the voices of child soldiers throughout the book, Singer looks at the ways these children are
recruited, abducted, trained, and finally sent off to fight in war-torn hot spots, from Colombia and the Sudan
to Kashmir and Sierra Leone. He writes about children who have been indoctrinated to fight U.S. forces in
Iraq and Afghanistan; of Iraqui boys between the ages of ten and fifteen who had been trained in military
arms and tactics to become Saddam Hussein's Ashbal Saddam (Lion Cubs); of young refugees from
Pakistani madrassahs who were recruited to help bring the Taliban to power in the Afghan civil war.
The author, National Security Fellow at the Brookings Institution and director of the Brookings Project on
U.S. Policy Towards the Islamic World, explores how this phenomenon has come about, and how social
disruptions and failures of development in modern Third World nations have led to greater global conflict
and an instability that has spawned a new pool of recruits. He writes about how technology has made today's
weapons smaller and lighter and therefore easier for children to carry and handle; how one billion people in
the world live in developing countries where civil war is part of everyday life; and how some
children—without food, clothing, or family—have volunteered as soldiers as their only way to survive.
Finally, Singer makes clear how the U.S. government and the international community must face this new
reality of modern warfare, how those who benefit from the recruitment of children as soldiers must be held
accountable, how Western militaries must be prepared to face children in battle, and how rehabilitation
programs can undo this horrific phenomenon and turn child soldiers back into children.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Gordon:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Children at War.

Brent Abramson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Children at War can be fine book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Richard Hund:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
Among the books in the top list in your reading list will be Children at War. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

Gregory McCormick:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Children at War to make your current
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to
be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Children at War
can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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