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For weeks in 1902 it commanded headlines. All of Wyoming and much of the West followed the trial of
Tom Horn for the murder of a fourteen-year-old boy. John W. Davis’s book, the only full-length account of
the trial, places it in perspective as part of a larger struggle for control of Wyoming’s grazing land. Davis
also portrays an enigmatic defendant who, more than a century after his conviction and hanging, perplexes us
still.

Tom Horn was one of the most fascinating figures in the history of the West. Employed as a Pinkerton and
then as a range detective, he had a reputation as a loner and a braggart with a brutal approach to law
enforcement even before he was accused of murdering young Willie Nickell. Cattlemen saw Horn as
protecting their way of life, but most people in Wyoming saw him as a hired assassin, an instrument of
oppression by cattle barons willing to use violent intimidation to protect their assets.

The story began on July 18, 1901, when Willie Nickell was shot by a gunman lying in ambush; the killer was
apparently after Willie’s father, who had brought sheep into the area. Six months later Tom Horn was
arrested. The trial pitted the Laramie County district attorney against a crack team of defense lawyers hired
by big cattlemen. Against all predictions, the jury found Horn guilty of first-degree murder. Despite appeals
that went all the way to the state supreme court and the governor, Horn was hanged in Cheyenne in 1903.

The trial and conviction of Tom Horn marked a major milestone in the hard-fought battle against vigilantism
in Wyoming. Davis, himself a trial lawyer, has mined court documents and newspaper articles to dissect the
trial strategies of the participating attorneys. His detailed account illuminates a larger narrative of conflict
between the power of wealth and the forces of law and order in the West.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Humphrey:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading through a
book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Trial of Tom Horn.

Carol McElroy:

The Trial of Tom Horn can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Trial of Tom Horn however doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Arthur Daniel:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. The Trial of Tom Horn can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have
those short spare time problems.

George Hyler:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Trial of Tom Horn can give you a lot of
pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Trial of Tom Horn.
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