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The remarkable story of how rustbelt cities such as Akron and Albany in the United States and
Eindhoven in Europe are becoming the unlikely hotspots of global innovation, where sharing
brainpower and making things smarter—not cheaper—is creating a new economy that is turning
globalization on its head

Antoine van Agtmael and Fred Bakker counter recent conventional wisdom that the American and northern
European economies have lost their initiative in innovation and their competitive edge by focusing on an
unexpected and hopeful trend: the emerging sources of economic strength coming from areas once known as
“rustbelts” that had been written off as yesterday’s story.

In these communities, a combination of forces—visionary thinkers, local universities, regional government
initiatives, start-ups, and big corporations—have created “brainbelts.” Based on trust, a collaborative style of
working, and freedom of thinking prevalent in America and Europe, these brainbelts are producing smart
products that are transforming industries by integrating IT, sensors, big data, new materials, new discoveries,
and automation. From polymers to medical devices, the brainbelts have turned the tide from cheap,
outsourced production to making things smart right in our own backyard. The next emerging market may, in
fact, be the West.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

The book The Smartest Places on Earth: Why Rustbelts Are the Emerging Hotspots of Global Innovation can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing
like a book The Smartest Places on Earth: Why Rustbelts Are the Emerging Hotspots of Global Innovation?
Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Smartest Places on Earth: Why
Rustbelts Are the Emerging Hotspots of Global Innovation has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Evan Hinson:

Here thing why this The Smartest Places on Earth: Why Rustbelts Are the Emerging Hotspots of Global
Innovation are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Smartest Places on Earth: Why Rustbelts
Are the Emerging Hotspots of Global Innovation giving you information deeper and different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Smartest Places on Earth: Why
Rustbelts Are the Emerging Hotspots of Global Innovation. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Smartest Places on Earth:
Why Rustbelts Are the Emerging Hotspots of Global Innovation in e-book can be your option.

Benita Newton:

Typically the book The Smartest Places on Earth: Why Rustbelts Are the Emerging Hotspots of Global
Innovation has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Deanna Jackson:

The reason why? Because this The Smartest Places on Earth: Why Rustbelts Are the Emerging Hotspots of
Global Innovation is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help



improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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