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Christopher McIlwain’s Civil War Alabama is a landmark book that sheds invigorating new light on the
causes, the course, and the outcomes in Alabama of the nation’s greatest drama and trauma. Based on twenty
years of exhaustive research that draws on a vast trove of primary sources such as letters, newspapers, and
personal journals, Civil War Alabama presents compelling new explanations for how Alabama’s white
citizens came to take up arms against the federal government.

 

A fledgling state at only forty years old, Alabama approached the 1860s with expanding populations of both
whites and black slaves. They were locked together in a powerful yet fragile economic engine that produced
and concentrated titanic wealth in the hands of a white elite. Perceiving themselves trapped between a mass
of disenfranchised black slaves and the industrializing and increasingly abolitionist North, white Alabamians
were led into secession and war by a charismatic cohort who claimed the imprimatur of biblical scripture,
romanticized traditions of chivalry, and the military mantle of the American Revolution.

 

And yet, Alabama’s white citizens were not a monolith of one mind. McIlwain dispels the received wisdom
of a white citizenry united behind a cadre of patriarchs and patriots. Providing a fresh and insightful
synthesis of military events, economic factors such as inflation and shortages, politics and elections, the
pivotal role of the legal profession, and the influence of the press, McIlwain’s Civil War Alabama
illuminates the fissiparous state of white, antebellum Alabamians divided by class, geography, financial
interests, and political loyalties.

 

Vital and compelling, Civil War Alabama will take its place among the definitive books about Alabama’s
doomed Confederate experiment and legacy. Although he rigorously dismantles idealized myths about the
South’s “Lost Cause,” McIlwain restores for contemporary readers the fervent struggles between Alabamians
over their response to the epic crisis of their times.
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From reader reviews:

Grace Godwin:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Civil War Alabama book as
starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Nicholas Poston:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Civil War Alabama as your daily resource
information.

April Miller:

The particular book Civil War Alabama has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Jason Scott:

You will get this Civil War Alabama by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to
be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not
only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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