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The writer Giuseppe Prezzolini said that Italian immigrants left behind tears and sweat but not words,making
their livesin Americamostly in silence, their memories private and stories untold.In this innovative portrait
of the Italian-American experience, these lives are no longer hidden. llaria Serra offers the first
comprehensive study of alargely ignored legacy-the autobiographies written by immigrants.Here she looks
closely at fifty-eight representative works written during the high tide of Italian migration.Scouring archives,
discovering diaries, and memoirs in private houses and forgotten drawers, Serra recovers the voices of the
first generation-bootblacks and poets, film directors and farmers, miners, anarchists, andseamstresses-
compelled to tell their stories. Mostly unpublished, often thickly accented, these tales of ordinary men and
women are explored in nuanced detail, organized to reflect how they illuminate the realities ofwork, survival,
identity, and change.Moving between history and literature, Serra presents each as the imaginative record of
aself in the making and the collective story of the journey to selfhood that is the heart of the immigrant
experience.
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From reader reviews:
Bertha Underwood:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for awhile is reading.

Y es, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Value of Worthless Lives: Writing
Italian American Immigrant Autobiographies book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Edwin Dulac:

Typically the book The Vaue of Worthless Lives: Writing Italian American Immigrant Autobiographies will
bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe theideais very unigue.
In case you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book The Value of Worthless
Lives: Writing Italian American Immigrant Autobiographies is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Dewey Rascon:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It isrealy funin your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to
reading a e-book. The book The Vaue of Worthless Lives: Writing Italian American Immigrant
Autobiographiesit is very good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
the e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The priceis not very costly but
this book possesses high quality.

Jose Chapman:

Y ou could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Value of Worthless Lives: Writing
Italian American Immigrant Autobiographiesis simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train and a so soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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