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Why is the serpent singled out as more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made? Why
was pork considered unclean and forbidden? What is the cultural significance of the golden calf? These and
many more questions arise as we read the first five books of the Old Testament. But the answers won't be
found merely by searching the text more carefully. They call for knowledge apart from the text of Scripture.
They summon us to investigate the world of the Bible that lies outside the Bible. It is a world that the
original readers of Genesis, Exodus and the other books would have been very familiar with, a world that
would have required little extra explanation for them. But few of us, now centuries removed from the time of
the books' first writing, are equipped for such understanding. Fortunately in recent decades much has been
learned of that distant and ancient Near Eastern world. But much of that knowledge is still "locked up" in
archaeological studies and academic texts to which scholars alone hold the keys. In The IVP Bible
Background Commentary: Genesis--Deuteronomy, John Walton and Victor Matthews make accessible to us
the results of extensive historical and cultural investigation and then apply it toward our understanding of
each passage of the Pentateuch. Like its predecessor, the bestselling IVP Bible Background Commentary:
New Testament, this work is a "must have" for every student of the Bible. Pastors, teachers, Sunday-school
teachers, college and seminary students, and everyday readers of the Bible will find it a priceless and
constant companion to their study and reading of these five foundational books of the Old Testament.
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From reader reviews:

James Murray:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The IVP Bible
Background Commentary: Genesis -- Deuteronomy is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

William Wright:

The book untitled The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Genesis -- Deuteronomy contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
examine.

Linda Doyle:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The IVP Bible Background Commentary:
Genesis -- Deuteronomy can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

Jere Bingham:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Genesis -- Deuteronomy. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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