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Documentary film can encompass anything from Robert Flaherty's pioneering ethnography Nanook of the
North to Michael Moore's anti-Iraq War polemic Fahrenheit 9/11, from Dziga Vertov's artful Soviet
propaganda piece Man with a Movie Camera to Luc Jacquet's heart-tugging wildlife epic March of the
Penguins. In this concise, crisply written guide, Patricia Aufderheide takes readers along the diverse paths of
documentary history and charts the lively, often fierce debates among filmmakers and scholars about the best
ways to represent reality and to tell the truths worth telling.

Beginning with an overview of the central issues of documentary filmmaking--its definitions and purposes,
its forms and founders--Aufderheide focuses on several of its key subgenres, including public affairs films,
government propaganda (particularly the works produced during World War II), historical documentaries,
and nature films. Her thematic approach allows readers to enter the subject matter through the kinds of films
that first attracted them to documentaries, and it permits her to make connections between eras, as well as
revealing the ongoing nature of documentary's core controversies involving objectivity, advocacy, and bias.
Interwoven throughout are discussions of the ethical and practical considerations that arise with every aspect
of documentary production. A particularly useful feature of the book is an appended list of "100 great
documentaries" that anyone with a serious interest in the genre should see.

Drawing on the author's four decades of experience as a film scholar and critic, this book is the perfect
introduction not just for teachers and students but also for all thoughtful filmgoers and for those who aspire
to make documentaries themselves.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Renner:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Documentary Film:
A Very Short Introduction is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lisa Marsh:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Documentary
Film: A Very Short Introduction suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled Documentary Film: A Very Short Introductionis one of several books that
will everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Dennis Gaines:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Documentary Film: A Very Short Introduction, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

David Baxter:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Documentary Film: A Very Short
Introduction e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Documentary Film: A
Very Short Introduction as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.
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