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In the past three decades, the United States government has used special operations repeatedly in an effort to
achieve key foreign policy objectives, such as in the overthrow of Fidel Castro in Cuba and the rescuing of
American hostages in Iran. Many of these secret missions carried out by highly trained commando forces
have failed. In Perilous Options, Lucien Vandenbroucke examines the use and misuse of such special
operations through an in-depth analysis of four operations--the Bay of Pigs invasion, the Sontay raid to
rescue POWs in North Vietnam, the Mayaguez operation, and the Iran hostage rescue mission.

Drawing extensively on declassified government documents, interviews with key decision makers and
participants in these episodes, and other primary material, Perilous Options identifies recurrent problems in
the way the United States government has prepared and executed such operations. These recurrent problems,
outlined by key participants in these four special operations, include faulty intelligence, poor interagency and
interservice cooperation and coordination, inadequate information and advice provided to decisionmakers,
wishful thinking on the part of decisionmakers, and overcontrol of mission execution from outside the
theater of operations. Vandenbroucke also explores the extent to which recent efforts to revitalize the U.S.
operations capability have addressed these problems, identifying additional changes that can improve the
government's ability to plan, evaluate, and execute such operations.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brock:

This Perilous Options: Special Operations as an Instrument of U.S. Foreign Policy are generally reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Perilous Options: Special
Operations as an Instrument of U.S. Foreign Policy can be one of the great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that maybe will shock
your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Perilous Options: Special Operations as
an Instrument of U.S. Foreign Policy giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Micheal Moore:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book Perilous Options: Special Operations as an Instrument of U.S. Foreign
Policy it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers
high quality.

Shawn Jones:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Perilous Options: Special Operations as an Instrument of U.S. Foreign Policy. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.

James Sweeney:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something
by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra
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