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This is the first Western study of the philosophy of Xu Gan (170-217), a Confucian thinker who lived at a
nodal point in the history of Chinese thought, when Han scholasticism had become ossified and the creative
and independent quality that characterized Wei-Jin thought was just emerging. As the theme of his study,
Makeham develops an original and richly detailed account of ming shi, name and actuality, one of the key
pairs of concepts in early Chinese thought. He shows how Xu Gan s understanding of the name and actuality
relationship was most immediately influenced by Xu Gan s understanding of why the Han dynasty had
collapsed, yet had its roots in a tradition of discourse that spanned the classical period (circa 500-150
B.C.E.).
In reconstructing the philosophical background of Xu Gan s understanding of the relationship between name
and actuality, Makeham identifies two antithetical theories of naming in early Chinese thought nominalist
and correlative a distinction that is as great as the Realist-Nominalist distinction of Western thought. He
shows how Xu Gan s views on the name and actuality relationship were animated, on the one hand, by a
rejection of nominalist theories of naming, and on the other hand, by a novel appropriation of correlative
theories of naming. The study also analyzes two of the more immediate social and intellectual issues in the
late Eastern Han (25-220) period that had prompted Xu Gan to discuss the name and actuality relationship:
the ethos of the scholar-gentry (ming jiao) and Han approaches to classical scholarship. Makeham
demonstrates how Xu Gan s critique of these matters is valuable not only as a late Han philosophical account
of what had led to the demise of the 400-year-old Han dynasty, but also as a mode of conceptualizing that
contributed to the new direction that philosophical thinking took in the third century C.E.."
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

The actual book Name and Actuality in Early Chinese Thought (SUNY (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy &
Culture) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Name and Actuality in Early Chinese Thought (SUNY (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Ashley Williams:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Name and Actuality in Early
Chinese Thought (SUNY (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you
could pick Name and Actuality in Early Chinese Thought (SUNY (Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy &
Culture) become your starter.

Kurt Rose:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Name and Actuality in Early Chinese Thought (SUNY (Suny Series, Chinese
Philosophy & Culture) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you wanted.

Leonel Burton:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Name and Actuality in Early Chinese Thought (SUNY
(Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Name and Actuality in Early Chinese Thought (SUNY



(Suny Series, Chinese Philosophy & Culture) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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